1. C Nolan Patrick | Brandon Wheat Kings, WHL | 6’1, 196 | 11/27/98: Bruising
center with sublime puck skills who battled through an injury-plagued season.
Patrick is the type of center to build a franchise around, and he’s both physically and
mentally ready to handle the day-to-day rigors of playing for an organization in
desperate need of help. He has an excellent shot with a quick release, and will make
goalies stretch out to their maximum elasticity in order to stop it. Patrick possesses
exceptional vision and can thread the needle with authority either cross-ice or
static. He never backs down from a challenge and can deliver punishing checks to
separate his opponent from the puck. Patrick’s skating is powerful and he has
phenomenal balance and agility, and though he lacks first-step explosiveness, he can
outskate most defenders while taking direct routes to the net.

2. C Casey Mittelstadt | Green Bay Gamblers, USHL | 6’0, 201 | 11/22/98: No
draft-eligible player exemplifies infectious leadership the way this Minnesota-
reared super scorer does, and there’s a strong chance Mittelstadt will end up within
a select group of prospects to challenge Nolan Patrick for the top slot. Size, speed,
grace, vision, power and enthusiasm are just a few words one throws around when
dissecting his game, and it will be on display for the University of Minnesota in the
fall of 2017. Mittelstadt is a money player with a deadly shot, using his size and
lower body strength to step into it with NHL-level velocity. He can also make flashy
plays and use a dizzying array of puck skills to turn defenders inside-out before
threading the needle with a crisp pass. Mittelstadt can play both center and wing,
but he exploits his acute sense for finding and acquiring pucks from either position.
He led the USHL in scoring as a rookie before returning to high school, where his bid
to lead Eden Prairie to a state AA title fell just short.

3. C Nico Hischier | Halifax Mooseheads, QMJHL | 6’2, 179 | 01/04/99:
Phenomenal Swiss import who was every bit as advertised during a banner rookie
season in the Quebec league. Hischier is an elite center with off-the-charts puck
artistry and swift skating that combine into a lethal package. Sly and dangerous, he
can strike at a moment’s notice. His agility and escapability are unmatched among
draft peers, and at 18 years old his hockey sense is on par with the world’s best
young players of any level. And he’s far from just a finesse player — Hischier is a
fierce competitor who hates losing whether it’s a one-on-one puck battle or a seven-
game series. He can kill penalties, lend support down low and do his best at
physically moving opponent’s off the puck. Hischier has a good, accurate shot but it’s
the way he fakes and jukes that makes beating goalies all the more simple. Blessed
with sick hands, poise and a keen sixth sense, he is next to unstoppable once he
takes the puck below the hashmarks. Is ready for the NHL as we speak and should
be groomed for a leadership role as he ascends the ladder of stardom.




4. RHD Cale Makar | Brooks Bandits, AJHL | 5’11, 180 | 10/30/98: Dynamic two-
way defenseman who torched Canadian Junior “A” by winning every major
individual award, including top player in the AJHL and CJHL, plus MVP of the RBC
Cup for asecond straight year. Makar, who is committed to the University of
Massachusetts-Amherst, is an explosive skater with a devastating first step. He
commands all areas of the ice with or without the puck, and there is a noticeable
fear in the way opponents attempt to defend him. Makar is blessed with an acute
understanding of his job in any of the three zones, and he uses a variety of methods
to beat back pressure. The way he defends is textbook, especially for a player listed
under six feet. While he won’t win the proverbial arm-wrestling contest against
bigger forwards, he’s highly competitive and relentless in the way he uses his stick.
Quite frankly, his offensive skills are so sublime, you forget how painfully sound his
defensive play is, even if it wasn’t against the best of North American major junior.
He is the quintessential power play quarterback that can beat you with his accurate
stretch passes, end-to-end rushes or setting himself up to unleash a monstrous
cannon from the point. You can run out of superlatives trying to describe his game,
and one can only hope his dominating performances at high-profile events like the
RBC Cup and World Junior “A” Challenge quell concerns related to the level of his
competition.

5. LW Eeli Tolvanen | Sioux City Musketeers, USHL | 510, 170 | 4/22/99: No
draft-eligible forward can wire the puck the way this Finnish import can. The
Boston College-bound sniper tore up the USHL for a second straight season,
scoring 30 goals in 52 games and pumping out a league-best 246 shots. He can
score on breaks, clappers from the circles and has a sweet backhander. Tolvanen
is an expert sharpshooter with a quick release, and his ability to pick corners off
the pass is reminiscent of countryman Patrik Laine. Tolvanen doesn’t have Laine’s
size, but he’s strong on the puck and escapes from the tough battles right into
shooting position. He’s a strong skater who likes to speed down the wing before
unloading a labeled shot. His ability to elude opponents and finish off the rush is
unmatched by any draft peer, and the trend of shrinking NHL defensemen will
only make it easier for him to exploit his dynamic offensive skills.

6. RW Owen Tippett | Mississauga Steelheads, OHL | 6’0, 200 | 02/16/99:
Rugged goal scorer with a lethal shot who produced one of the best wire-to-wire
seasons of any 2017 draft prospect. Tippett, a power forward with excellent speed
and a laser for a shot, was among the OHL leaders in goals (44) and shots (284), but
don’t sleep on his playmaking ability — Tippett is an accurate passer who can freeze
a goalie before slipping a backdoor pass for a better scoring chance. A tenacious goal
scorer with a strong desire to succeed, he skates extremely well and has tremendous
balance and agility. Tippett bullies his way into any scoring area to get his stick on
the puck. He’s certainly benefitted from flanking a high-end playmaker like Mike
McLeod, but he takes a never-say-die approach to every shift and proved to be a
low-maintenance goal scorer as the season progressed.




13. LHD Miro Heiskanen | HIFK, Liiga | 6’0, 170 | 07/18/99: You can make a
strong case for Heiskanen being the draft-eligible defenseman with the shortest
path to the NHL, especially when you consider the big minutes he logged for IFK in
the Finnish Liiga. He’s a cerebral puck mover with above-average speed who is
rarely caught out of position, and he accumulates shots and chances by aggressively
dropping down well below the dots. Heiskanen is a very good outlet passer and
plays with poise, but his impeccable positioning, especially on the penalty Kkill, is just
one of the many reasons why he was entrusted with critical situations despite being
one of the youngest players in Finland's top league. Both his wrister and slap shot
are hard and accurate, and he comes across as the kind of defender who will look to
pick a corner or go five hole rather than blast the puck and pray, especially as he
moves closer to the net. Heiskanen is strong with his footwork -- cutbacks, pivots,
edges, etc. -- and he is capable of outskating a backchecker as he joins a rush. His
speed isn't as blinding as Cale Makar's, or graceful like fellow countryman Urho
Vaakanainen, but skating is certainly an asset. Strong enough to win most of his one-
on-one battles, Heiskanen will finish checks or use developing upper-body strength
to pin and hold long enough for support to arrive. He may not have franchise-
carrying potential, but Heiskanen would be an excellent top-pairing option or No. 3
to anchor a reliable minute-eating duo.

11. C/W Gabe Vilardi | Windsor Spitfires, OHL | 6’3, 201 | 08/16/99: Cerebral
playmaker and student of the game blessed with exceptional puck skills and the size
to enhance them. Vilardi has played wing most of his pre-draft season, but he’s a
natural center who Kkills penalties and is used in all critical game situations. He owns
an deadly shot in both accuracy and velocity, and his long reach doesn’t percent him
from finishing within close proximity of the goal. You can make a strong argument
for Vilardi being this draft’s best stickhandler, and he maintains control of the puck
regardless of whether his zone entries are calm or violent. He is a gangly skater with
average foot speed from a mobility standpoint, but his long reach when combined
with his phenomenal 1Q makes him difficult to contain off the rush. Vilardi plays
with bite and doesn’t back down from a challenge, He will stand up for his
teammates and displays leadership qualities despite being one of the younger
players on a veteran team. There aren’t many players in this draft with legitimate
top line upside, but Vilardi is certainly one of them.




7. C/W Elias Pettersson | Timra IK, Allsvenskan | 6’2, 165 | 11/12/98: Sublime
two-way talent with jaw-dropping moves and a proclivity for making defenders look
silly. Sure, he’s beyond wiry and could stand to spend more time with a fork in his
hands, but every other block is checked. He can play either center or wing, and
owning a ridiculously soft set of hands makes him a perfect fit for any power play.
Saying Pettersson is your typical Swedish two-way pivot is too easy a way out.
There’s a uniqueness about him, and his puck handling abilities are buttery smooth.
As lanky as he looks, Petterson is a bonafide assassin who absorbs hits while
controlling the puck with his head up. He can handle a tough pass better than
practically any of his draft peers. Pettersson isn’t an explosive skater with first-step
quickness but can gain separation after a few strides. Plus, he’s a dangler with an
acute hold on how plays develop.

10. RHD Tim Liljegren | Rogle, SHL | 6’0, 191 | 04/30/99: Swift-skating blueliner
with a cannon of a shot who was a preseason favorite to challenge for first overall in
2017 before a bout of mononucleosis kept him shelved until mid-November.
Liljegren is a fantastic skater, graceful and fluid in the mold of Scott Niedermayer.
He has a quick first step, and his lateral movement and agility allow him to attack
openings without fear of being trapped. While his understanding of play
development within his own zone is a work in progress, Liljegren is a sound
decision maker with the puck on his stick once he crosses the opposing blue line.
There are occasions where he displays textbook one-on-one coverage and
understands when to release from chasing, and his active stick and timely poke
checks can save him from instances in which he overcommits or loses a step to an
onrushing opponent. More of a shooter than a playmaker, Liljegren nevertheless can
connect on the home run pass with pinpoint accuracy, although forcing passes in the
face of a forecheck is an area he must improve in. He has star potential and could
very easily end up as the most productive NHL rearguard among any 2017 draft
peers.

9. C Martin Necas | Kometa Brno, Extraliga | 6’1, 167 | 01/15/99: Dynamic
offensive threat with an exceptional understanding of nearly every facet of the
game. Though only a teenager, Necas played a critical role in Kometa Brno'’s
lengthy drive deep into the Czech Extraliga postseason. He’s an excellent skater
with a smooth, graceful stride, using quick bursts and lateral movements to not
only breach an opposing zone, but hang onto the puck long to enough for
support to arrive. Necas is a two-way player who can be used on the top unit of
either the power play or penalty kill, and all plays generally run through him. He
is an accurate passer and can create or finish plays with a high degree of
difficulty. Slight of frame, Necas has very good balance and is difficult to knock
off the puck. He is a fierce competitor who plays with emotion and enthusiasm. A
star in the making.




14. C Cody Glass | Portland Winterhawks | 6’2, 180 | 04/01/99: Terrific 200-foot
pivot with strong hockey sense who finished with a team-best 62 assists and 94
points while centering their top line, anchoring the first power play unit and killing
penalties. Glass was a preseason snub for Team Canada's Ivan Hlinka squad, and
hindsight says it was a poor decision as Canada's streak of eight straight titles ended
without as much as a medal. You have to figure the cut chapped Glass, who in 2017
played like a youngster possessed, ranking second among all CHL first-year eligibles
in assists (62) and third in both primary assists (38) and points (94). While his
straight-line speed and first-step quickness are both solid, Glass also displays
excellent footwork and balance, and is a hustler with a nonstop motor who will get
in on the forecheck or pressure the heck out of power play point men. His transition
game is outstanding, but a lot of it has to do with acute hockey sense and making the
right reads, especially in the neutral zone. Glass is a lethal playmaker with keen
vision, relying on instincts and soft hands to either hit linemates in stride or thread
the needle from across the ice. His puck poise is off the charts, especially on the
power play. But a hard shot with a quick release, plus a penchant for shooting
accurately off the pass, makes him difficult to wargame. You don't know what he's
going to do next, and this sort of indecision-inducing style has posterized many a
WHL opponent. Far from a perimeter player, Glass can play physical and goes into
dirty areas, albeit with varying levels of success.

15. C/W Lias Andersson | HV71, SHL | 5°11, 198 | 10/13/98: One of the few
forward prospects who played consistent minutes for a contending adult team,
Andersson showcased more creativity and puck skills at several best-on-best
tournaments while manning one of Sweden’s top two lines. He’s a 200-foot battler
with soft hands and makes smart decisions while motoring up ice. Andersson is a
virtual lock for a lengthy NHL career, and his style of play can fit any system.
Andersson is a mature, two-way center who can occasionally fill in on the wing. He
had a strong rookie season in the SHL, finishing with 19 points in 42 games for a
talented HV71 club. Andersson has run the gauntlet of international competition
with aplomb, placing among Sweden’s leaders in goals and points at the last W]C
and U18 world championship. A shifty, elusive player with good acceleration who is
quick on his feet and a has knack for making something out of nothing. He has a very
good shot, mainly for his release and accuracy rather than sheer power. Playing
inside is something he’ll do with regularity, and Andersson’s proven to snap off a
quick shot while cutting across or in full stride.




12. LHD Erik Brannstrom | HV71, SHL | 5’9, 173 | 09/02/99: Brannstrom is an
outstanding two-way puck rusher with a heavy shot who was one of the leading
scorers in Sweden's top junior league. A powerful skater with excellent balance and
agility, Brannstrom makes up for a slight height disadvantage by processing the
game at an extremely high level. He epitomizes leadership on the ice thanks to a
"take charge" attitude, and the decisiveness and timeliness of his plays makes me
think he is a special talent with a bright future ahead of him. Every shift is treated
like an opportunity to attack, and he is one of the better draft-eligible defenders at
spinning away from or powering through pressure. Brannstrom is a shifty
playmaker who loves to carry the puck up the ice and into the offensive zone, but
he's equally adept at splitting the zone with an accurate home run pass. He doesn’t
let height limitations stop him from giving an opponent the business, and he has a
strong upper body to literally shove players off the puck. A player for all situations,
Brannstrom is an on-ice general who has both the puck skills and intangibles to
become a very good NHL defender.

17. LHD Urho Vaakanainen | JyP, Liiga | 6’0, 188 | 01/01/99: Vaakanainen is the
latest edition of poised Finnish two-way defenders who grasp the nuances of the
position far better than the bulk of their peers. While it’s easy to compare him to
2016 NHL first rounder (and fellow countryman) Olli Juolevi, Vaakanainen comes
across as more polished and reliable within the 200-foot game. A wonderful skater
with a fluid stride, he is calm and steady with the puck, and will peel back in the face
of pressure rather than force things. His passes are short, crisp and strategic, and he
can use the boards with both precision and effectiveness. Vaakanainen has a hard
shot and is being groomed to quarterback a power play, but we were more
impressed with his play while anchoring Finland’s top penalty killing unit and
refusing to float away from his slot responsibilities. He seems to have the puck on a
string, and playing in Finland’s top circuit reveals a young man who is clearly one of
the most mature of any first-year draft eligible. Vaakainen won’t be a franchise
rejuvenator all by himself, but we expect him to solidify one of the top two pairs for
either a mediocre team or a contender.




8. RW Klim Kostin | Dynamo Moscow, KHL | 6’3, 196 | 05/05/99: Limited ice
time in the KHL, followed by a season-ending shoulder injury during an uneventful
stint in Russia’s VHL quieted the hype surrounding one of the top specimens for the
2017 draft. It should be noted, however, that Kostin — the top pick in the 2016 CHL
Import Draft — has an excellent international resume, including a dominating
performance at the U18 Ivan Hlinka in August. He’s a power forward with excellent
hockey sense and a solid understanding of play development in all three zones.
Kostin is just 18 years old, but his age is just a number, as he exudes the kind of
confidence and competence seen in players three or four years his senior. He is a
very good skater with strong balance, fantastic footwork and agility. Kostin is sound
at protecting the puck, and his playmaking proclivity is just as impressive as the way
he can get maximum velocity on his pro-level shot. Kostin seems to enjoy creating
for his linemates as much as using his sturdy frame to violently separate opponents
from the puck. He plays with a clear understanding of the game, but he does so with
bite, snarl and a seek-and-destroy mindset.

16. LHD Juuso Valimaki | Tri-City Americans, WHL | 6’2, 204 | 10/06/98: Big,
agile two-way defender who was a stalwart on the back end for a deep Tri-City
squad. Valimaki led all first-year draft eligible defensemen in CHL scoring and is one
of several talented Finnish blueliners in his draft class. Valimaki is a highly-skilled
puck distributor who skates very well and loves to turn the tides with a quick-strike
transition game. His puck skills and shot are both above average, and it should come
as no surprise that his wheels, hands, size and vision makes him one of the favorites
to be a lottery pick in June. He is capable of running a power play and will enter the
zone with either speed or patience -- he's not a big fan of the dump and chase. If he
chooses to throw the puck into the zone, it'll be a subtle lob to make the defense
turn their backs or a hard-around to prevent goalie interdiction. His defensive game
is solid but he tends to wander from his own slot or get crossed up in coverage. His
footwork is very good and he can close and seal-off in a hurry, plus his wingspan
and active stick makes him difficult to dance around. Nevertheless, he doesn't play
with a whole lot of intensity and at times could look more like a defensive-zone
passenger than a decisive, take-charge guy to snuff out a star opponent. A perfect
option for teams in need of a middle-pairing anchor used for all late-game and
special teams situations.




21. C Ryan Poehling | St. Cloud St. Huskies, NCHC | 6’2, 183 | 01/03/99: Poehling
is a big-bodied center who was the only 1999-born player participating in Division I
hockey. Being a freshman on a strong St. Cloud State squad pushed him into a depth
role, but his upside is well within a top line position. He can provide superior play in
every situation and displays enough flash to make the thought of him becoming a
star discernible. Poehling was a big reason why Team USA can within a whisker of
winning gold at the Ivan Hlinka, playing close to 20 minutes a game and producing
highlight-reel plays. He can be one heck of a fancy player if the situation calls for it.
The stats (7-6-13 in 35 games) are somewhat indicative of a freshman forward on a
stacked team, but he can skate, dangle, dazzle and hit, drawing comparisons to
Nashville’s Ryan Johansen. Poehling can play physical and uses his size and reach to
his advantage, especially on the penalty Kkill, where he is a threat to score. He thinks
the game at a high level and has proven to take over games.

46. LHD Pierre-Olivier Joseph | Charlottetown Islanders, QMJHL | 6’2, 170 |
07/01/99: Lean but solid two-way defender who stood out and played big minutes
despite Charlottetown being loaded with NHL picks. It didn’t take Joseph long to
establish himself as one of his team'’s leaders, especially in crunch time when the
Islanders were protecting leads. He sticks to his man like white on rice, and his
hounding is done properly and in a clean manner. Joseph has developing puck skills,
and on occasion showed a take-charge mentality when it came to carrying the puck
up the ice and entering the opposing zone. He’s a good skater with a long, smooth
stride who can juke or pivot his way from trouble. Joseph is certainly one of the
more poised draft-eligible defensemen, and I think he’s only some added muscle
away from contributing at the highest level.

23. C Michael Rasmussen | Tri-City Americans, WHL | 6’6, 215 | 04/17/99: Big-
bodied three-zone center who was among the leaders in WHL goal scoring before a
broken wrist ended his season in early March. Rasmussen parlayed a productive
summer Ivan Hlinka tournament into a white-hot start for Tri-City, scoring 20 goals
in his first 24 games. He cooled off a bit before the injury, but still ranked among the
top of CHL draft eligibles in goals per game. The downside? Most were scored on the
power play, and as a center, Rasmussen in 50 games recorded only three primary
assists during 5v5, and that was while playing on a good team. Nevertheless, he’s an
excellent two-way pivot who plays smart, plays physical and does what it takes to
win. He is a decent skater in terms of speed and footwork, but Rasmussen displays
tremendous balance and his soft hands to handle tough passes while moving as fast
as he can. He plays an in-your-face style and is very physical, using both reach and
upper-body strength to shove opponents off the puck and make neat little plays
once he has it.




32. C Joni Ikonen | Frolunda J20, Superelit | 5’11, 178 | 04/14/99: Ikonen is a
dynamic playmaker with top line upside who excels in all three zones. He’s an inside
player willing to take whatever punishment awaits as he dangles and spins his way
into the tough scoring areas. Ikonen has excellent balance and is a strong puck
carrier who can make high-percentage plays either off the rush or after collecting
loose pucks during board battles. When the puck is on his stick, you get a sense that
he wants to be in command and dictate the tempo, especially on the power play.
Ikonen is both fast and incredibly shifty, going full bore to hunt down pucks off the
forecheck and stopping on a dime with his head up. He’s a strong competitor and is
the last kid looking for a line change as his motor enables him to maintain the same
compete level from the beginning of a shift to the very end. He has an excellent shot
with a quick release and is capable of being more than just a pass-first pivot. He
centered Frolunda’s top line, displaying chemistry with fellow 2017 draft eligible
Kristian Vesalainen.

22. RHD Callan Foote | Kelowna Rockets, WHL | 6’4, 212 | 12/13/98: There are
few players, if any, that can defend their territory and manage the puck within it
better than Foote, whose father Adam won multiple Stanley Cups as a stay-at-home
defender for the Avalanche in the 1990s. Callan, however, is a step quicker that
Adam was, and processes the game at an extremely high level. Watching Foote think
and play at the same time makes you forget he’s still a teenager, and his hard,
accurate shot that was used on Kelowna's power play is hard enough to prevent
goalies from controlling rebounds. He's a reliable two-way defender whose simple
game somewhat clouds how capable he is with the puck, but an end-to-end rusher is
something he'll never be. Nevertheless, he comes across as a goalie's best friend --
the guy who will clear out the crease without habitually screening him or tipping
pucks into his own net. Callan plays with smart positioning, exhibits excellent
instincts, quick outlet passes and occasional offense in the form of either joining a
rush or stretch passes that split the zone.

24. RHD Henri Jokiharju | Portland Winterhawks | 6’0, 180 | 06/17/99: There
are always risky picks, but Jokiharju’s limitations in size and strength doesn’t mean
he’ll never get big enough to handle an NHL workload. Two things this Finn does
well are skate and handle the puck, but his defensive zone play was quite good
considering he was a first-timer in North America. Don’t sleep on this kid — he
seems to relish challenges when the spotlight shines brightest. Jokiharju is a power
play quarterback who skates very well and connects with his stretch passes, but also
shows he won’t back down from a challenge while battling in his own end. That
doesn’t mean he’s physical — Jokiharju will never be confused with Brooks Orpik.
But he’s a poised character who can handle a heavy forecheck and skate his way out
of most jams. His shot is somewhat average but he has a quick release and isn’t
afraid to throw it at the net. He was buried on Portland’s bottom pairing because of
a numbers crunch, but the departure of Oilers prospect Caleb Jones to the WJC saw a
huge spike in minutes and level of responsibility. Jokiharju can log a lot of ice time
and play extended shifts without skipping a beat, and it didn’t take him long to
adjust to the rough-and-tumble WHL style.




19. LW Kristian Vesalainen | Frolunda ]J20, Superelit | 6’3, 207 | 06/01/99: Add
Vesalainen to the list of preseason favorites who either dealt with injuries or
struggled producing in a senior league. In his case, it was the latter, as an early ride
on Frolunda’s top line quickly turned into a stint in a Finnish junior league before
closing his season out in the Superelit. The bouncing around was compounded by a
sluggish WJC, but to Vesalainen’s credit, he bounced back in the J20 playoffs with a
string of dominating performances, followed by winning the MVP of the under-18
world championship. He’s a goal scorer with size, strength and very good vision, but
like most power forwards, Vesalainen goes through periods of inconsistency. But
pairing him with a pass-first playmaker likely bears the results you expect from a
player with his skills and an NHL-ready build. He's a tough winger who is a dual
shot/pass threat and uses his size and strength to overpower opponents. Vesalainen
possesses a long powerful stride, and his lateral quickness and shiftiness with the
puck make him difficult to contain. He's got incredibly soft hands and poise with the
puck, and both skills are evident the way he handles passes and gains the zone via a
bull rush or controlled entry.

35. RW Grant Mismash | U.S. U18, NTDP | 6’0, 186 | 02/19/99: The NTDP was
slow out of the gate before slicing through international competition like a hot knife
through butter, and this power winger was a big reason why. Mismash, a North
Dakota commit, is a dual-purpose threat who is money on the power play and in
odd-man situations. He’s a tough matchup who battles hard and can wow you with
slick plays close to the goal. Mismash is a dangerous player with the puck because
you really don’t know whether he’s going to pass it across with accuracy or snipe it
through the tiniest of openings. Without the puck, he’s a menacing force who likes to
throw his weight around and get in the face of opposing puck carriers. Mismash is a
physical winger with an excellent shot/release combo who can be a load to handle
in the offensive zone, and his ability to fire pucks off the pass, especially on the rush,
is among the best of his draft peers. His straight-line speed and first-step quickness
are both above average, but he is tremendously strong on his skates and can barrel
through a wall of opponents while keeping the puck. He can lose control of his
emotions and take a significant amount of offensive-zone penalties, but toning that
down is far easier than finding a goal scoring winger who buries his easy chances.




20. LHD Nicolas Hague | Mississauga Steelheads, OHL | 6’6, 215 | 12/05/98:
Mammoth puck mover with a heavy shot and decent foot speed who gelled with
Mississauga’s talented lineup of scorers. It’s easy to classify Hague as a project, but
that’s more for his play in his own end. He loves to join the rush, fill in gaps and
taken risks deep in enemy territory, and he can hammer home one-timers from the
circles on the power play. Not as physical as you’d want him to be, but neither was
Brent Seabrook in his draft year. Like most young defensemen with size, Hague will
take a while until he get his timing down. But he has an excellent shot and takes the
kind of calculated risks their arsenal of young puck distributors can incorporate into
the offense. Hague is very active in the offensive zone, especially with the man
advantage, and his footspeed is good enough to double back in time to quell an odd-
man rush. He has a very active stick, maintains a tight gap and his one-on-one play
improved as the year progressed. Not overly physical but a defender who can play
with bite, Hague can be undisciplined, however, and needs to learn how to keep his
emotions in check.

28. C Robert Thomas | London Knights, OHL | 6’0, 188 | 07 /02 /99: Playing for a
perennial powerhouse in London has more advantages than disadvantages, but in
Thomas’s case, you wish he saw more time than he did. When he was on the ice,
however, this kid was outstanding in all three zones. One of the 2017 draft’s most
dangerous players from a static position, meaning he doesn’t need time and space to
carve you up. When it comes to understanding not only the game, but the critical
role they play in it, only a few draft-eligible kids get it. Thomas is certainly one of
them — a heady, creative center who makes the hard plays look easy. Fat chance he
doesn’t make a name for himself in the NHL, but he’s the kind of kid that should be
groomed to become either a coach or an analyst — he’s that smart. Pick a random
game, and Thomas will stand out as either London’s most dangerous forward or its
most responsible, or both. He skates well and is a reliable checker, but his puck
distribution skills and hockey sense are off the charts.

27.C/LW Scott Reedy | U.S. U18, NTDP | 6’2, 204 | 04/04/99: Sometimes you just
have to go with your gut and gun for a kid who has the potential to be something far
greater than what the stats may indicate. Reedy is a great stickhandler who plays an
in-your-face game and scored goals after being converted to left wing from his
natural center ice position. Getting benched at the U18 worlds certainly didn’t help
his draft stock, but his puck skills are worthy of a gamble this late in the first. Thick
and aggressive bulldozer that plays an in-your-face style but fools you into
forgetting just how gifted a playmaker he is. Reedy is a natural center, but his place
on the NTDP’s top-line flank reveals a strong net presence and finishing abilities
from the hash marks down. Reedy is a good skater who uses both patience and
precision to enter a zone. One of his notable abilities is they way he can stickhandle
and maintain control the puck regardless of whether he’s moving or static. The kid is
blessed with many physical attributes, but his overall understanding of the game is
done at a mature level. He'’s headed to the University of Minnesota, but his
size/smarts combo will put him in the NHL sooner than one would think.




26. C Nick Suzuki | Owen Sound Attack, OHL | 5’11, 183 | 09/10/99: The stats
scream that Suzuki is a possible top-10 pick, but lots of players put up big numbers
in the CHL. Suzuki was the straw that stirred the drink in Owen Sound, leading all
first-year OHL eligibles with 96 points in 65 games. Strong two-way center who was
the best player on a deep, talented Owen Sound squad. You can make a strong
argument that Suzuki was the OHL’s best 2017 draft prospect both this year and
last, as he led his peers in primary points in each of the last two seasons.

Suzuki is a strong skater in terms of balance and agility, and his overall speed is
slightly above average. He is a big fan of slowing the game down to his own pace, but
he’s proven to drop the shoulder and catch defenders flat footed. Suzuki is very
dangerous in open ice because of the way he processes things before him. He is very
difficult to plan for since he is as good a goal scorer as he is a playmaker. He's a
gifted passer and stickhandler who can play plays while moving laterally or cutting
across the grain. He’s one of the more reliable players you’ll find for this specific
draft year, as he plays in all situations and won close to 51 percent of his draws.
Suzuki is a competitor who will lend support well below his own circles, and he’s
strong enough up-top to win puck battles against bigger players. More of a silent,
lead-by-example type who plays gentlemanly and lets his stick do the talking for
him.

57. RHD Connor Timmins | Sault Ste Marie Greyhounds, OHL | 6’1, 185 |
09/18/98: Poised two-way defenseman with very good puck skills and a little bit of
flair to his game. Timmins plays with his head up and is a very good skater who can
either maneuver his way out of jam or trap opponents with a long headman up the
ice. He’s not a roadrunner who will blow past opponents, but he seems to have a
handle on play development and orchestrating an attack beginning from his own
goal line. The Soo had a bounce-back year, and Timmins was a big part of it — his 61
points tied the WHL'’s Juuso Valimaki for the most points by a CHL first-year draft
eligible defenseman. Timmins is a kid who improved significantly in all areas as the
year progressed. He’s a classic power play point man thanks to a hard shot he keeps
low and on net, but he uses his slap and pump fakes effectively, sliding pucks via no-
look passes to an open weak side rather than telegraphing his intentions. He’s a
solid three-zone defender who has decent closing and catch-up speed, but his stick
and body positioning are both excellent.




29. C Josh Norris | U.S. U18, NTDP | 6’1, 192 | 07/02/99: Norris has everything
you want in a top-six center - size, speed, strength, and the ability to make his
linemates better. He’s thick, strong on his skates, plays physical, is matched up
against top players and also provides offense on special teams, including on the
penalty Kkill. A playmaker with soft hands and a very hard, accurate shot, Norris
plays a heavy game and uses his size and determination to win puck battles. He’s a
solid stickhandler and controls the puck in tight spaces, and he settled things down
by curling or weaving away from pressure. Playing in traffic isn’t a problem for
Norris, and he’s consistently poised on his zone entries. Norris was a strong two-
way presence for Team USA and was their top-line center for most of the season. He
took most of the key draws, and didn’t look overmatched against bigger, older NCAA
opponents, who seemed to have difficulty containing him or sealing him off. You'll
get varying opinions on which NTDP player not only had the best season, but also
who projects to have the best NHL career. Norris, a native Michigander with an
NCAA commitment with the Wolverines, can certainly have a solid case made for
him. He led Team USA with 27 goals — 26 at 5v5 or shorthanded — and posted a
team-best 1.00 points-per-game average. Norris also tied for the team lead in both
points (61) and shorthanded goals (3). Additionally, he is smart enough to use his
physicality without taking unnecessary or emotional penalties. A talented, mature
leader with an NHL-ready build.

34. C Shane Bowers | Waterloo Blackhawks, USHL | 6’2, 178 | 07/30/99: Smart
two-way center with speed who was a top QMJHL draft pick but chose the USHL to
pursue a stint with Boston University. Bowers is a bit underrated since he processes
the game at high level and has the quickness to impact play in all three zones. He’s a
highly-intelligent 200-foot player who is responsible with the puck, but he plays
with an air of dynamism to compliment his many puck skills. Bowers can create or
finish plays on the rush, and is very crafty and creative. He makes difficult plays look
easy, especially in traffic while acting strong on the puck to handle harassment as
he’s controlling in tight spaces. Bowers looks to slip away into an open area with the
hammer cocked, as he owns a lethal shot and can fire it with accuracy even if the
puck is behind, in front of or in his skates. He’s deceptive on zone entries as he can
use a speed burst for a cage rush, or slow it down and dump it off to a cutter or
trailer.




18. RW Kailer Yamamoto | Spokane Chiefs, WHL | 5’8, 153 | 09/29/98:
Yamamoto has been a notable 2017 draft prospect for a few years, and in 2017 he
piled up points in what was his third WHL season. Small in stature but a giant when
it comes to creating plays, he has an extremely high IQ with vision already at an elite
level. An undersized yet scrappy winger, the native Washingtonian led all CHL first-
year eligibles in scoring with 99 points in 65 games. He’s performed well for Team
USA at several international events and dazzled onlookers with his performance at
the CHL Top Prospects Game. Yamamoto is a fluid and graceful skater who skates
with his head up at all times, and his ability to snipe off the rush or make precision
passes makes him next to impossible to defend. He isn’t big, but he plays with bite
and on occasion will duke it out with bigger opponents. Yamamoto’s silenced critics
before, so don’t be surprised if he continues to do so after he’s drafted in or close to
the first round.

37. LW Nikita Popugaev | Prince George Cougars, WHL | 6’6, 217 | 11/20/98:
This skilled Russian with a massive wingspan and long stick was a bit of a
disappointment following his midseason trade from Moose Jaw to a deeper Prince
George squad. Popugaev is the kind of prospect who could score 40 if surrounded
with a real playmaker. He’s a mammoth power forward with the kind of overall
package designed to score goals in the modern-day NHL. His strengths are obvious
the second he hits the ice. And while his shot-release combo is absolutely deadly, he
can also make plays and find the open man with accuracy. Nevertheless, the effort
isn’t always there, and far too often does he come across as disengaged. He’ll never
be the guy to use in a late-game faceoff or change the momentum of the game with
physicality. Still, he is a dual shoot-pass threat who can be next to unstoppable when
he feels like putting in the effort.

36. C Filip Chytil | ZPS Zlin, Extraliga | 6’0, 178 | 09/05/99: Chytil, a talented
two-way forward with slick moves and strong balance, was a regular for Zlin in the
Czech elite league and performed extremely well against his draft peers at the
under-18 world championship last April. He’s an excellent penalty killer and likes to
hang on to the puck rather than give away to facilitate his own safety. Chytil is a
responsible player who plays the 200-foot game and is used on both the top power
play and penalty killing units. He sort of reminds me of a bigger, thicker version of
former Chicago Blackhawk great Steve Larmer in that he executes at a high level but
without dazzling and mystifying the crowd into a frenzy. He’s got a thick frame and
can be next to impossible to move off the puck, especially when separating himself
from opponents in pursuit. Chytil also whips the puck around with accuracy and can
complete difficult plays off the rush. Another thing that stands out is his intelligence,
especially in regards to reads and positioning. He moves quite well and doesn’t
require many steps to reach top speed.




40. LHD David Farrance | U.S. U18, NTDP | 5’11, 189 | 06/23/99: Farrance is
clearly one of the top two-way defensemen available for the draft, and I've seen
enough of him to boldly confirm his reputation as a quality power play quarterback
with top-four upside. He doesn’t get enough credit for his defensive play, and being
under six foot is part of the reason why. Still, he’s the NTDP’s top defenseman who
logs top-pairing minutes, runs the power play and Kkills penalties. Farrance is
capable of winning puck battles against bigger older players — he’s done it against
NCAA competition -and he uses his lower body strength to keep his man near the
cage clear of shooting lanes. Not only does he possess a booming, accurate shot, but
his ability create plays off the rush keeps opponents honest. Farrance has an
exceptional set of hands and can handle any pass with relative ease, especially from
across the ice. He is a Grade A puck manager and can handle a forecheck, beating
back pressure while making proper decisions. His quick-strike mentality helps
engineer odd-man rushes, but he’s proven to take the puck from end to end with
both speed and confidence. Farrance is a Rochester native who is headed to Boston
University in the fall.

25. C Antoine Morand | Acadie-Bathurst Titan, QMJHL | 5’10, 178 | 02/18/99:
An elusive pivot who is quick and strong on the puck, Morand was a jack-of-all-
trades for the Titan. He’s fun to watch with the puck and can stickhandle through a
minefield, but he has a developing defensive game as well. Morand has a very good
shot but he’s a playmaker with excellent speed who is deadly on the rush. He can

play center or wing, and he did quite well when entrusted with late-game draws and
lead holding.

31. RHD Ian Mitchell | Spruce Grove Saints, AJHL | 5’11, 173 | 01/18/99:
Canada’s top defender at the Ivan Hlinka had yet another solid season in the AJHL,
albeit one that was clearly overshadowed by draft peer Cale Makar. Mitchell, who
will play college hockey for Denver, is a reliable blueliner with very good speed and
agility. He’s capable of quarterbacking a power play, both for his mobility and puck
management inside the opposing zone. He boasts a hard, accurate shot that he
rarely hesitates to use, and he walks the line while maintaining control and his head
up until shooting lanes open. He’s got some bulking up to do, but there’s some
Duncan Keith to his game.

1-G. G Mike DiPietro | Windsor Spitfires, OHL | 6’0, 200 | 06/09/99: Lightning-
quick netminder who spearheaded Windsor’s assault on Memorial Cup competition,
winning the top goaltender award while coming out victorious in all four games for
his hometown team. DiPietro is an energetic goalie with excellent quickness which
helps make up for his nonstandard size in terms of covering the upper half of the
net. His rebound control is excellent, as DiPietro places the hardest of low-danger
shots perfectly into the corner. His post-save recovery and net awareness are among
the best of any 2017 draft eligible, and he’ll take a stand at the top of his crease in
order to fight through screens.




42. RHD Cale Fleury | Kootenay Ice, WHL | 6’1, 201 | 11/19/98: There’s really no
other way to say it — Fleury was the best defenseman on an absolutely putrid team.
He’s a strong-skater puck mover who loves to hit and can shoulder any tough
assignment. He’s a good man-to-man defender thanks to his quick feet and what
seems like a pure hatred towards backing in and allowing opponents to gain the
zone cleanly.

39. LW Maxime Comtois | Victoriaville Tigres, QMJHL | 6’2, 200 | 01/08/99:
Polished power forward with a big-game resume who saw his stock fall after bad
puck luck caused a dip in production, thus screeching to a halt his early-season hype
train. Once considered a surefire lottery pick, Comtois saw his production drop from
60 points in his draft-1 season to 51, and he played far too undisciplined and out of
control. Still, he’s a heavy-hitting power forward who has a nice touch around the
net and can be entrusted in any zone at any time. His tenacious, in-your-face style
and leadership abilities is what will endear him to playoff or contending teams
looking late-first round for a key enabler rather than a centerpiece. Comtois is a
smart player who moves very well for a kid carrying such a thick frame, and he’s an
excellent penalty Kkiller. Comtois is a versatile two-way player who is solid on
faceoffs.

30. C Marcus Davidsson | Djugardens, SHL | 6’0, 191 | 11/18/98: A speedy pivot
and an absolute assassin near the net, Davidsson gets too much grief for having a
poor international tournament resume. He’s always been one of Sweden’s better
prospects for the 2017 draft, and he played practically an entire season with
Djugarden’s SHL club, potting five goals and nine points while average under 12
minutes a game. Davidsson’s instincts from the good side of the red line are
excellent, but he’s not all that physical. Beating opponents with speed and making
plays off the rush are his most dangerous strengths. Davidsson is a talent with a
wide range of puck skills that haven’t translated into points in Sweden’s toughest
league, but the ability to create or fill the net is certainly there. He has an excellent
shot and soft hands to handle tough passes, and he’s been known to deke and juke
his way into tough areas for higher quality shots. He can play center or wing, but
probably ends up on the flank thanks to a deadly shot that he can release in a hurry.
He is a tenacious forechecker who finishes his checks and can kill penalties.

5-G. Jake Oettinger | Boston Univ. Terriers, HE | 6’4, 212 | 12/18/98: Oettinger
as a freshman showed remarkable poise and maturity by leading the Terriers to the
Frozen Four. And though he had the benefit of a deep, talented roster to his 12
o’clock, he’s shown the technical know-how and physical attributes worthy of an
early-2nd round pick.




38. RW Kole Lind | Kelowna Rockets, WHL | 6’1, 178 | 10/16/98: A feisty, quick
winger with very good puck skills and an excellent shot, Lind is a dynamic offense-
first forward with a developing two-way game who was a top-six mainstay for a
very good Kelowna team. He looks both comfortable and confident controlling the
puck, and you rarely seem him rush into a poor decision or trap teammates to save
his own skin. This served him well on the power play, where he collected 21 of his
57 assists. Lind is a very good skater who covers a lot of ground on the forecheck,
and is capable of rushing the puck from as far back as his own goal line. His balance,
edges and agility make him difficult to contain, as he’s quick with directional
changes that often catch defenders flat footed. This kind of footwork buys him
enough time and space to wire a hard, accurate shot while going wide, or whistling
one against the grain. His 200-foot game is evolving but positioning, coverage and
picking up assignments are still works in progress. Lind can make plays off the cycle
and release to a shooting position via a direct route, and though he likes to hit,
getting stronger and holding ground around the net or along the boards are two
areas he should work on.

41. C Aleksi Heponiemi | Swift Current Broncos, WHL | 5’10, 147 | 10/09/98:
Puck wizard with ridiculous hands whose 86 points tied Nico Hischier for most
points by a first-year CHL import. He’s an accurate passer who can create scoring
chances no matter the situation, and 38 of his 58 assists were primary. Getting
stronger should be an off-season priority.

7-G. G Maksim Zhukov | Green Bay Gamblers, USHL | 6’2, 187 | 07 /22 /99: A big-
bodied Russian import who is quick, calm and decisive, Zhukov ranked first among
all USHL first-year eligibles with four shutouts. He’s uncommitted at the moment
but should be courted by several CHL teams. Zhukov is advanced for his age, and his
transition from Russia to North American has been relatively seamless. He’s quite
aggressive and isn’t married to the blue paint, and his net awareness is excellent. It’s
rare to see such a young goalie be completely aware of his surroundings.

33. LHD Robin Salo | Vassan Sport, Liiga | 6’1, 187 | 10/13/98: On the surface,
Salo looks like a meat-and-potatoes defender who focuses more on his side of the
redline. But he loves to shoot the puck, and as a teenager led all Sport defensemen
with a +53 shot differential. He has a hard shot, good size and a developing offensive
game. Salo was a mainstay on Sport’s backend, playing in all situations and showing
promise as a support point man on the power play. His one-on-one defense, gap
control and reads are all conducted properly, and if you tick him off enough, he’ll
show some tenacity or throw an occasion open-ice hit.




51. LW Jason Robertson | Kingston Frontenacs, OHL | 6’2, 192 | 07/22/99: If
skating wasn’t such a big deal, Robertson might have been a lock for the top five. He
had an outstanding season for Kingston, leading the Frontenacs in both regular
season and playoff scoring. His soft hands and quick release helped him tally 42
goals in 68 games — 29 at even strength — but he is far from a garbage-goal scorer.
Robertson is a smart winger who not only knows where to positioning himself, but
remain there regardless of the beating he’s taking. His skating and footwork are
both average, but he’s a cerebral player who knows how to spin away from pressure
and find the open man with a crisp pass. It's imperative for wingers to make up for
any lack of speed with an incredibly advanced hockey brain, and Robertson is
certainly one of those players. A native Michigander who spent a year with the
GTHL’s Don Mills Flyers, Robertson is one of the 2017 draft’s best pure goal scorers.

6-G. G Cayden Primeau | Lincoln Stars, USHL | 6’3, 181 | 08/11/99: Even an
average second half shouldn’t stop Primeau from remaining high on every NHL
team'’s goalie board. The son of former NHLer Keith Primeau, Cayden is a New Jersey
native with size and competitiveness. Every goalie is a lengthy project, but
Primeau’s smarts, bloodlines and intimidating silhouette make him an immediate
option once the first few goalies are taken.

64. LHD Max Gildon | U.S. U18, NTDP | 6’3, 191 | 05/17/99: Just when it seemed
that the third or fourth round would have been a best-case scenario, this Texas puck
rusher churned out an excellent second half that culminated with a dominant U18
world championship. Gildon is a graceful skater with size, a long stride, soft hands
and a booming shot, and he seemed to address the turnover-itis that plagued him
the first half of the season. His upside could land him in the first round.

56. LW Ostap Safin | Sparta Prague, Extraliga | 6’4, 191 | 02/11/99: A big man
with agility and first-step quickness? Sign me up! This draft doesn’t have as many
goal-scoring power forwards as a year ago, but Safin is one of the few 1999’s who’s
played well enough to earn a senior league promotion. He’s a big kid who fills the
lane and can really overpower opponents. It almost unfair when he’s as the ice — he
skates very well for his size and can be impossible to knock off the puck. A skilled
power forward who skates well and has a very good shot, Safin checks a lot of blocks
for what you’d want in a modern-day power forward. One aspect of his game that
stands out is the way he can maintain balance and control the puck while extending
his lengthy reach. Safin has extremely strong wrists and fires a hard shot with a
quick release whether off balance or from his back foot. Safin is a very good skater
for his size and possesses a soft set of hands, and he is capable of making neat little
lead passes while absorbing hits. He’s looked good at several international
tournaments, including the U18s where he collected four points in five games.

2-G. G Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen | HPK U20, Jr. A SM-Liiga | 6’4, 196 | 03/09/99:
Luukonen was simply too good for Finland’s junior circuit, posting excellent
numbers and leading HPK U20 to the Jr. A SM-Liiga postseason title. His
international play this season has been hit or miss, but it was Luukkonen who




slammed the door in Grand Forks to help the Finns with the 2016 U18s. He’s got
prototypical size but is far quicker than most tall goalies who tend to struggle with
post-save recovery

58. LW Isaac Ratcliffe | Guelph Storm, OHL | 6’6, 200 | 02/15/99: Ratcliffe
bounced back from a injury that shelved him for nearly a 1/3 of last season with a
team-best 28 goals — 21 that came at even strength. He’s a man-child who needs to
fill out, but at 6’6 his skating looks anything but awkward. And I wouldn’t classify
him as just a goal scoring winger. Ratcliffe has a pretty solid understanding of the
offensive zone and can make nifty plays that turn into scoring chances. He's
definitely a power winger, and although his straight-line speed is average, Ratcliffe
can maneuver in and around traffic and make plays, especially when surrounded or
with limited time and space. He does all the little things necessary to stand out even
if he isn’t creating or finishing, and he likes to use his strength to gain positioning.
Ratcliffe possesses a hard, accurate shot with a quick release, and he consistently
slips undetected into prime shooting position. There is legitimate top-six upside
when you consider his puck skills and solid footwork.

45. RW Ivan Lodnia | Erie Otters, OHL | 5’10, 182 | 08/31/99: Goal-scoring puck
magnet whose hard work and instincts helps him work his way into multiple quality
opportunities. Lodnia’s stats are respectable (57 points in 66 games), but keep in
mind he was fighting for ice time with Erie’s top line of Alex DeBrincat, Dylan
Strome and Taylor Raddysh who combined for nearly 130 goals. Lodnia is just days
from being eligible for the 2018 NHL Draft, meaning he has close to a full extra year
of development over some of the top 2017 prospects. Lodnia is a quick, accurate
passer who plays on the power play but can beat goalies with a full arsenal of shots,
dekes and fakes. He never stops moving and has a hidden gear, and he seems partial
to holding onto the puck in the face of a wall of defenders rather than an effortless
dump and chase. He’s a very good skater with strong balance and built to endure the
slogging matches, board battles and slot wars, yet he also has a touch of finesse to
his game.

88. LHD Noel Hoefenmayer | Ottawa 67’s, OHL | 6’1, 191 | 01/06/99: Stocky,
sturdy playmaker who was a big minute eater for the 67’s. He’s got a cannon from
the point and loves to create off the rush, even if his skating isn’t anything to write
home about. Hoefenmayer can play physical and he’s difficult to escape from. He
uses a quick, timely stick to break up zone entries and times his hip checks well.
Hoefenmayer’s lack of quickness applies a deserving risk tag, but his ability to create
offense and make high-percentage plays from inside the opposing red line makes
picking him worth the risk.

61. RHD Luke Martin | Michigan Wolverines, Big-10 | 6’4, 216 | 09/20/98: Big-
bodied defender with good mobility who was leaned on to help carry a young
Michigan team. A former NTDPer, Martin is a quick-strike outlet passer and is used
on the power play for his booming shot. His strengths that will get him drafted high,




however, are positioning and sealing off puck rushers. Arguably the best one-on-one
defender in the draft.

59. RW Stelio Mattheos | Brandon Wheat Kings, WHL | 6’1, 192 | 06/14/99:
High-energy power forward with a very good shot and excellent speed who got
caught trying to do too much for an undermanned Brandon squad. Mattheos is very
quick on his feet and plays an in-your-face, heavy style that will endear him to any
fan base. There is a lot to like about the overall package, and you get the sense that
his numbers would appeal more had he spent his draft year alongside playmakers
and puck wizards.

44. LW Ivan Chekhovich | Baie-Comeau Drakkar, QMJHL | 5’10, 177 |
01/04/99: It should mean something when you're asked to carry a team in your
first season in North America. And that’s exactly what this Russian pl